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HSUS investigates the slaughter of wildlife in Texas killing contest 
 

Undercover investigation exposes cash-and-prizes game targeting bobcats, coyotes, foxes 
and raccoons, underscoring need for a statewide ban on these cruel events 

 
OVER A 21-HOUR PERIOD, from Jan. 23-
24, 2021, participants in a wildlife killing contest  
in De Leon, Texas, gunned down approximately 60 
animals for the chance at cash and prizes. Undercover 
investigators with the Humane Society of the United 
States witnessed the aftermath of the killing at 
the weigh-in located in a pharmacy parking lot. 
Participants in the De Leon Pharmacy and Sporting 
Goods’ Varmint Hunt #1 event arrived and 
dragged bloody bobcats, coyotes, gray foxes and 
raccoons from their trucks to the weigh station. Judges 
awarded cash prizes for a “stringer hunt”—meaning 
one coyote, one fox, one bobcat and one raccoon—
with the heaviest combined weight of the four animals 
winning first place. The $200 entry fee for each team 
determined the payout for first prize. Other cash 
prizes were given for the heaviest coyote, heaviest 
bobcat, heaviest fox and heaviest raccoon.   
  
Texas is thought to have more wildlife killing contests 
than any state in the country. At least 155 of these 
events have been held in the state since 2015, though 
this number is likely a gross underestimate. The 
events—which take place across Texas—target 
bobcats, coyotes, foxes, raccoons, badgers, jack 
rabbits, mountain lions, ringtails, opossums and other 
species. One of the nation’s largest killing contests,  

the West Texas Big Bobcat Contest, occurs in San 
Angelo every year. During the January leg of the 2021 
contest, 644 teams competed for $148,000 in prize 
money. The winning two-man team that killed the 
biggest bobcat raked in $45,080, while another team 
collected $6,440 for killing 81 foxes in 23 hours.  
  
Fire departments, 4-H clubs, farm bureaus, chambers 
of commerce, veterans’ organizations and even high 
schools and churches have hosted or organized these 
events across the country. Wildlife killing contests are 
cruel and violate traditional hunting ethics. They can 
orphan dependent young, who are left to die from 
starvation, predation or exposure, and serve no 
legitimate wildlife management function. Killing 
contests do not reduce coyote numbers, prevent 
conflicts with farm animals or boost populations of 
game species.   
  
Key investigative findings:  
 A team of three men, calling themselves “Dead-

On,” won the De Leon event, killing five coyotes, 
two bobcats, a raccoon and a fox. The team laid the 
animals’ bodies out in front of them for a 
photograph.  

 Contest organizers handed out more than $3,000 
in cash prizes.   
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 Participants unloaded dead coyotes from their 
pickup trucks in the parking lot of the pharmacy. 
An investigator noted, “Animals had gun shots in 
their heads and torsos, with their organs spilling 
out and faces partially destroyed.”   

 Contestants told investigators they used AR-15  
and other rifles to kill the animals. The guns were 
custom-made, some equipped with silencers and 
thermal and night vision scopes, which give 
participants an outsized advantage over the 
animals. The weapons destroy animals’ fur, 
rendering their pelts useless.    

 One participant told an investigator, as he  
pointed to a row of bloody animals he had killed,  
“I wouldn’t use something like that if you 
wanna save the fur.”  He used high-end, custom-
built equipment (specifically, a custom-built rifle 
chambered in .22 Creedmoor), telling the 
investigator “they’re like a .22-250 on steroids,” 
explaining that the guns “are not very fur-friendly.”  
To illustrate his point, he showed the investigator a 
coyote, stating, “I shot this one up here in the 
throat from high up and it blew out the whole 
bottom of his chest.”   

 Participants’ trucks were expensively outfitted with 
raised decks, comfortable chairs and gun mounts. 

 The competitors also used electronic calling 
devices, which mimic the sounds of animals in 
distress, including cries of dependent young, to 
lure animals to their deaths.   
  

Some other known Texas 2021 contests:  
 West Texas Big Bobcat Contest, San 

Angelo, Jan. 16, Feb. 13, March 13  
 2021 North East Texas Big Bobcat Hunt,  

Honey Grove, Feb. 6-7  
 Scurry County Predator Calling Contest,  

Snyder, Feb. 6-7  
 Decatur Predator Hunt 2021, Decatur,  

March 20-21  
 18th Annual Gatesville Varmint Hunts, Gatesville, 

Jan. 30-31, Feb.13-14, March 13-14  
 Rockne Varmint Round Up, Red Rock, March 27-28  
  
Texas residents can contact state policymakers 
and urge them to ban cruel, unsporting and 
ecologically destructive wildlife killing 
contests. Policymakers in Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Massachusetts, New Mexico, Vermont  
and Washington have already banned the events.  
Visit our website for more information. 
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Texas Wildlife Killing Contest Advertisements 

 

Example One 
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Example Two 
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Example Three 
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Example Five 
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